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		Digital Learning News
 
7th November 2014
	

	

Hi everyone,
It’s been an exciting week! The much anticipated Digital Learning Strategy, Unlocking the Potential – A digital learning strategy for Victorian learning and development settings  was released earlier this week. The strategy will strengthen digital learning through the delivery of important infrastructure and programs. ‘Unlocking the Potential’ sets out three interconnected themes – learning, technology and change, and can be viewed as an interactive, or downloaded as a pdf document. This week in ‘Digital Learning News’ we will be highlighting some of the key features and resources from the Digital Learning Strategy. Happy Reading!


	

	This Weeks Blog Posts
Earlier this week Department of Education and Early Childhood Development released its Digital Learning Strategy, Unlocking the Potential – A digital learning strategy for Victorian learning and development settings (2014 – 2017). The Digital Learning Strategy outlines the Department’s plan to strengthen digital learning in order to improve learner outcomes. Read more…

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Polycom News 


	Upcoming events from Electroboard
1. 10 Nov, 17 Nov, 24 Nov & 26 Nov: Using Images to Inspire Creative Poetry, 12:15pm – 1:00pm, Years-varied b/n P-6
1. 11 Nov, 18 Nov & 25 Nov: Pictures Tell The Story!, 9:15am – 10:00am, Years 3-4
1. 12 Nov: Creating Australian Literature (Session 1 of 2), 10:00am – 10:45am and 11:15am-12:00pm, Years K-2
1. 13 Nov, 20 Nov & 27 Nov: All About Eggs, 2:00pm – 3:00pm, Years –varied b/n 4-6
1. 13 Nov & 14 Nov: Discover the Stage, 1:45pm – 2.30pm and 11:00am, Year 3-6
1. 14 Nov: Aboriginal Use of Plants, 10:00am, 11:30am, Years K-4
1. 14 Nov: A Convict Story, 9:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm, Years 3-4
1. 18 Nov: Build Vocabulary, 11:00am, Years 4-5
1. 19 Nov: Exploring Character with Skulduggery Pleasant, 11:15am – 12:00pm, Years 5-6
1. 20 Nov: Feathers for Phoebe, 11:00am, Years Pre-Foundation-Foundation
1. 21 Nov: What Happened Next?, 9:15am, Years 3-5
1. 25 Nov: Seed Stories, 11:15am & 2:00pm, Years K-2 Science
1. 25 Nov: Fizzics Education, 2:00pm & 3:30pm, Years 5-12
1. 25 Nov & 26 Nov: Guwanyi Walama, 10:30am, 11:45am & 1:45pm, Years 3-6
1. 26 Nov, 27 Nov & 28 Nov, Law of the Land, 9:00am, 11:30am, 12:30pm, Years 5-6

See the See, Share, Shape website for more Virtual Excursions


Help with Polycom
1. Virtual Learning Senior Project Officers, Jo Tate (tate.joanne.e@edumail.vic.gov.au) and Butch (Gary) Schultz (schultz.gary.r@edumail.vic.gov.au) support the development of blended learning across Victoria.
1. DEECD’s Virtual Conferencing website
1. DEECD’s Virtual Conferencing booklet outlines why, what and how virtual conferencing is being used in Victorian government schools. 
1. To view the booklet in interactive format, see ‘Connecting to Learn – for students and teachers’.
1. An article published in Bastow’s monthly newsletter, ‘Virtual Conferencing in Education – How and Why’ also provides an overview of how virtual conferencing in being used in Victoria.
1. Virtual Conference Centre Coaches are also available to further assist with Polycom.


	Professional Learning and Classroom Opportunities- see our Professional Learning Calendar for a full list of events


	


	Twilight Series
1. 12 Nov: Babies and Toddlers – Amazing Learners, 5:30pm-7:30pm
1. 20 Nov: Resilience, A Key to Genius, Andrew Fuller, 5:30-7:00pm
1. 3 Dec: Transforming Schools: Principle to Principal – Maxine McKew, 5:00pm-7:00pm
Professional Practice Series
1. 12-13 Nov: Open to Learning™ Conversations - Geelong 
1. 24-25 Nov: Leading at the Speed of Trust – Franklin Covey
	






	1. The Hour of Code runs from Dec 8-14. It is introduction to computer science designed to show that anyone can learn the basics. 
1. It provides tutorials featuring Mark Zuckerberg, Bill Gates, Angry Birds for your computer, tablet, smartphone, etc 
1. All resources are free and online and teachers are supported with teaching materials.
1. Anyone, anywhere can organise an Hour of Code Event. Register your event at http://hourofcode.com/au


	
	1. 21 Nov: Leadership Talks – Is your school Digi Tech ready?
1. 28 Nov: VCE & VET – Let’s Move IT for 2015!
1. 20 Jan: Are you ready to teach in the 21st Century classroom? – DLTV Pre Service Conference
1. 23 Jan: Leading Technologies in Primary & Secondary Schools
	
	Adobe has released dates for a new series of Webinars for teachers and school leaders wishing to learn more about Adobe applications and best practice in the classroom:
1. Nov 13 &20 @ 8:00pm: Digital Storytelling with Adobe - https://digital-storytelling.attendease.com/
1. Nov 24, Dec 1 & 8 @ 8:00pm: Flipping Learning with Adobe - https://flipping-learning.attendease.com/
1. More on professional learning through Adobe is available at https://edex.adobe.com/professional-development/ 

	
	1. Microsoft EduCast brings together academic leaders, innovative institutions, and pioneering educators in a monthly series for educators.
1. Register for this live webinar series at http://www.pil-network.com/pd/VUWebinars 

	
	

	Conferences and Events 

	1. Learn. Connect. Explore: Autodesk University Extension: 10th & 11th November, Sydney
1. Jumbunna Short Film Festival: Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne, 14th Nov, 10:00am – 11:30am
1. ICT: IT’S EVERYWHERE: Information Communication Technology Forum,  20th Nov, 10:00am – 3:00pm, Echuca College, email werner.b@ccllen.com.au 
1. Home Economics Victoria Annual Conference: Melb Town Hall,  27 & 28 Nov
1. ACHPER Conference, Monash University, Clayton, 27 &28 Nov
1. TeachMeet ScienceWorks: 29 November
1. TeachMeet Melbourne: 2:00pm-4:00pm, 7th February

	Resources 

	


	
1. Unlocking the Potential – A digital learning strategy for Victorian education and development settings sets out three interconnected strategic themes - learning, technology and change and a set of actions to implement.

	
	
1. The Digital Deck is like a pack of cards and provides a quick overview of the range of digital resources available to schools. It starts with an eduSTAR overview then explores other resources and methods along a continuum. Each card has a description, advice for getting started and classroom ideas. The cards are available in hard copy or can be accessed online. For more information, see: Digital Deck
1. If you would like a set of cards for your school, please contact: digital.learning@edumail.vic.gov.au  



	
	1. The eduSTAR online catalogue provides educational software that adds value to teaching and learning. Teachers and students can search for software by learning area, once authenticated they can download core software and install it on multiple devices. There are over 80 software applications available and 24 support tutorials, see: eduSTAR catalogue
1. The broad range of applications cover video, image and music creation, animation, thinking skills, graphics, game making and 3-D modelling, plus literacy, mathematics, science software and more.


	
	

	
	1. FUSE (Find, Use, Share, Education) provides access to relevant, informative and exciting online educational resources from around the world.
1. Students and teachers can search for websites, images, audio and video and other online resources. All resources are recommended and reviewed by educators, and tagged according to audience, subject areas, AusVELS, post-compulsory and early childhood curriculum frameworks.
1. Victorian government school staff can log in to view more content and use their "My Desk" space to upload and share content or create resource packages. For more information, see: FUSE

	
	

	

	Research

	
	1. Victorian schools are actively investigating the use of technologies to support learning, engagement, collaboration, and in equipping learners with digital skills necessary for successful participation in life. In all of these projects, teachers are the change agents, using creativity and innovation to enhance teaching and learning experiences and outcomes.
1. The Research and Evidence page provides links to current and past research projects.

	

	DEECD Circulars

	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1. S393-2014 Unlocking the Potential – Release of DEECD’s Digital Learning Strategy 
Unlocking the Potential – A digital learning strategy for Victorian learning and development settings has been released. The plan will strengthen digital learning through the delivery of important infrastructure and programs.

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




	Please feel free to pass this on and contact me on brown.jillian.k@edumail.vic.gov.au  if you have something you wish to share. 

	

	Cheers
	Cheers

	Jillian Brown | Senior Project Officer | Digital Learning Branch
	Jillian Brown | Senior Project Officer | Digital Learning Branch

	
	

	Secondary Reform, Transitions and Priority Cohorts Division.

	Department of Education & Early Childhood Development Level 1, 33 St Andrews Place.

	East Melbourne 3002

	Phone: 03 9651 0227
	Phone: 03 9651 0227
	Phone: 03 9651 0227
	Connected Educator Month
1. This October is Connected Educator Month, an international event, connecting thousands of educators across the globe. 
1. Victorian educators have access to a schedule of free online local and global professional learning opportunities. You are also invited to register an event of your own. 
1. Go to the website to find out more.

	Fax: 9637 2184
	Fax: 9637 2184
	Fax: 9637 2184
	Adobe has released dates for a new series of Webinars for teachers and school leaders wishing to learn more about Adobe applications and best practice in the classroom:
1. Developing Creativity in K-12 Classrooms - https://creative-learners-k12.attendease.com/
1. Digital Storytelling with Adobe - https://digital-storytelling.attendease.com/
1. Flipping Learning with Adobe - https://flipping-learning.attendease.com/

	Email: brown.jillian.k@edumail.vic.gov.au

	Digital Learning Blog: http://diglearning.global2.vic.edu.au/

	available Monday, Wednesday, Friday
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Please feel free to pass this on and contact me on brown.jillian.k@edumail.vic.gov.au  if you have something you wish to share. 

Cheers
Jillian Brown | Senior Project Officer | Digital Learning Branch

Secondary Reform, Transitions and Priority Cohorts Division.
Department of Education & Early Childhood Development Level 1, 33 St Andrews Place.
East Melbourne 3002
Phone: 03 9651 0227
Fax: 9637 2184
Email: brown.jillian.k@edumail.vic.gov.au
Digital Learning Blog: http://diglearning.global2.vic.edu.au/
available Monday, Wednesday, Friday
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