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	This week’s blog post
1. Professional learning in a connected world - Professional learning offers a great opportunity for educators to collaborate and share expertise with others with similar goals or interests, as well as build their skills and knowledge to benefit their teaching practice. Read more…
  
	 

	Virtual Learning News 
 
	 

	Term One events from Electroboard (Polycom) 

1. 3rd March, 2:30pm: 4 Slimes in 30 mins, Year K-6
1. 3rd March, 3:30pm: Primary Teacher Science PD, Year K-6 (also on 10th , 17th March, See See, Share, Shape)
1. 5th March, 9:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm: Trooper, Trackers, and Bushrangers, Year 5-6 (also at various times on 6th, 12th, 18th, 19th, March. See See, Share, Shape), Year 5-6
1. 5th March, 1:45pm: Rugby Lead Reads, Year 4-6 
1. 9th March, 9:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm: A Convict Story (also at various times on 10th, 25th, 26th, 27th March. See See, Share, Shape), Year 5-6
1. 10th March, 2:00pm: Liquid Nitrogen, Year 3-10
1. 13th March, 1:45pm: NRL Wellbeing 3, Year 2-4
1. 17th March, 2:30pm, Blow stuff up and get paid, Year 5-12
1. 17th March, 1:45pm, Tackle Bullying, Year 3-6
1. 17th March, 9:30am, 10:45am, 12:15pm: Sydney Opera House - Significant Australian Places, Year 3-6
1. 20th March, 9:30am, 10:45am, 12:15pm: Aboriginal Perspectives of Bennelong Point – Guwanyi Walama: To Tell and Return, Year 3-6
1. 23rd March, 1:45pm, Rugby League Reads, Year K-2
1. 26th March, 9:30am, 10:45am, 12:15pm, Sydney Opera House – Staging Stories: A Creative Storytelling workshop, Year K-2 (also on 27th March, See See, Share, Shape)

See the See, Share, Shape website for more Virtual Excursions

Other events
 
Virtual Learning Senior Project Officers, Jo Tate (tate.joanne.e@edumail.vic.gov.au) and Butch (Gary) Schultz (schultz.gary.r@edumail.vic.gov.au) support the development of Virtual Conferencing across Victoria.
 
	 

	Professional Learning and Classroom Opportunities- see our Professional Learning Calendar for a full list of events
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	         Inclusion Online - Register for a Term 1, 2015 course via PD Online or by contacting your region’s Lead Tutor.  These free courses in Autism Spectrum Disorder, Dyslexia, Speech and Language, and Hearing Loss offer 20 hours of professional learning over 10 weeks.  http://www.oltaustralia.net/courses_victoria.asp?stateid=9&schooltype=1 
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	         Microsoft EduCast brings together academic leaders, innovative institutions, and pioneering educators in a monthly series for educators.
         Register for this live webinar series at http://www.pil-network.com/pd/VUWebinars 
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	1. Leading Schools in the Digital Age Course – Apply now at Bastow - a leadership course for schools intent on embedding digital learning across the curriculum in a meaningful and authentic way. This course will assist school leaders to strategically plan for, implement and sustain a future-oriented vision of education. Participants will develop an understanding of the impact of globalisation and digital technologies on learning and build their capacity to lead change.
1. Intake 2, Mildura – Applications close on Monday 30 March 2015
1. To apply or find out more visit www.bastow.vic.edu.au or phone Bastow on (03) 8199 2900.
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	1. Young ICT Explorers encourages school students to create their best Information and Communication Technology (ICT) related projects.
1. On-line registrations now open (close 26 June 2015).
1. Project submissions close in Victoria 17 July 2015.

1. Bebras returns for the Computational Thinking Challenge. 
1. This free event runs 16-27 March 2015
1. Visit http://www.bebras.edu.au/ to register. 

1. ACS big Day In – Melbourne, 18th June 2015
1. book your free tickets
1. www.thebigdayin.com.au for more information
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	1. 24 Feb: Connecting the Dots 3 – Primary Members, 4:00pm – 5:30pm
1. 26 Feb: 21st Century Toolbox 1 – Cybersafety and the new boundaries, 4:00pm – 6:00pm
1. 3 March: Connecting the Dots 4 – Post Primary Members, 4:00pm – 5:30pm
1. 5 March: 21st Century Toolbox 2 – Making and Playing – Emerging Technologies, 4:00pm – 6:00pm
1. 12 March: 21st Century Toolbox 3 – Teaching with Mobile Devices, 4:00pm – 6:00pm
1. 14 March: DigiTech by the Bay, 8:30am – 3:00pm
1. 19 March: 21st Century Toolbox 4 – Apps for Assessment, 4:00pm – 6:00pm
1. 26th March: 21st Century Toolbox 5 – Preparing for the Digital Technologies Curriculum, 4:00pm – 6:00pm
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	1. Adobe has released dates for a new series of Webinars for teachers and school leaders wishing to learn more about Adobe applications and best practice in the classroom:
1. Adobe Education Train the Trainer (Enrolments end March 8, 2015)
1. Interactive flipped learning activities with Presenter (February 26 | 10:00 a.m. AEDT)
1. On-the-go image editing with Photoshop Touch (March 12 | 9:00 a.m. AEDT)
1. IGNITE Talks: What does creativity in education look like to you? (March 19 | 7:00 a.m. AEDT)
1. Virtual 3D backgrounds with After Effects (March 26 | 9:00 a.m. AEDT)
1. More on professional learning through Adobe is available at https://edex.adobe.com/professional-development/ 
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	1. TEDxRosalindParkED conference, themed “Changing the Game” will be held on Friday, March 13th, in the Old Fire Station, View Street, Bendigo, and feature speakers on the topic of innovative education.
1. Tickets can be purchased through http://tedxrosalindparked.com/attend/
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	         The FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC) is a unique robotics program which is as close to "real-world engineering" as a student can get.
         With a sports theme (e.g. playing basketball, shooting frisbees) students aged between 14 to 18 years have six weeks, starting in mid-January to design, build and program a 40 to 50 kg robot.
         See  http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc or contact milorad.cerovac@kds.vic.edu.au
 
	

	Conferences and Events 
	 

	         Friday 27th Feb – Sunday 1st March: OZeLive 2015 (online event) -  ‘Global Innovations in Education’
1. Saturday, 14th March: DigiTech by the Bay, Geelong College
	 

	AusVELS Digital Technologies News
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	1. MaKey MaKey - Make a piano out of bananas, play Mario on Play Dough, let your kitty take a picture of herself. This is a simple invention kit for beginners. See what MaKey MaKey is all about here. Want to use MaKey MaKey in the classroom? Access the 5-6 MaKey MaKey Package on FUSE. This series of lessons is designed to be used with the MaKey MaKey, to investigate the main components of digital systems and how they join to form networks to transmit data.
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	1. Computer Science Unplugged – Computer Science …without a computer! CS Unplugged is a collection of free learning activities that teach Computer Science through engaging games and puzzles that use cards, string, crayons and lots of running around.
	

	Resources 
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	1. ACMI Hothouse 2015  - Calling all budding documentary filmmakers for Hothouse 2015! This week-long intensive production experience. Ten students will spend the week in a production studio, working together to create a documentary.  Entries close 25 May. http://www.acmi.net.au/education/student-programs-resources/hothouse/
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	1. Science and maths interactives - Log in to FUSE to explore over 2000 science and maths interactives from YDP. Click the ‘Teacher Login’ button, top right of your screen and use your eduMail details. https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/pages/Teacher.aspx 
This class activity is about the structure and the evolution of stars.
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	1. This year we will regularly highlight our Digital Deck cards. The Digital Deck features digital resources, providing an overview, how to get started, and ideas for the classroom. For the full version of Digital Deck, visit https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/pages/View.aspx?pin=J7QNR9 
Digital Deck 3: What is… Paint.NET? 
Paint.NET is great for digital photo editing. Paint.NET has simple tools for drawing shapes, including an easy-to-use tool for drawing curves.
Other powerful tools include the ‘magic wand’ for selecting regions of similar colour, and the ‘clone stamp’ for copying or erasing portions of an image. There is also a simple text editor, a tool for zooming, and a recolour tool.
Getting started today
View the resource package on FUSE - RM7G22 or scan the QR code below.
• Watch the Paint.NET tutorial on FUSE - 99SQKB.
• Go to ePotential ICT Capabilities Resource and search for ‘Paint.NET’ to find examples of how this program is being used in schools.
• Visit the Paint.NET online community to read discussions about Paint.NET and view tutorials.
Ideas for the classroom
Prepare images for use in a class publication.
• Edit and resize images for use in a project to be presented to the class.
• Add perspective and tilting to images by using the unique 3D rotate/zoom effect.
• Create special effects such as blurring, sharpening, red-eye removal, and embossing.
• Create layers for image-rich compositions.
• Select one image and present it in five different ways, using the filters.
	 

	Research
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	1. There’s no app for good teaching - Bringing technology into the classroom often winds up an awkward mash-up between the laws of Murphy and Moore: What can go wrong, will — only faster. 8 ways to think about tech in ways that actually improve the classroom.
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	1. We become more motivated when we think we’re playing a game - New research shows that we tend to get more captivated when we think we're playing a game -- even if it isn't interactive.
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	1. A Teenager’s View on Social Media – Written by an actual teen. “I read technology articles quite often and see plenty of authors attempt to dissect or describe the teenage audience, especially in regards to social media. However, I have yet to see a teenager contribute their voice to this discussion. This is where I would like to provide my own humble opinion...” Read more…
	

	 DEECD Mail
	 

	1. The Young Devices - A short cartoon created by Cranbourne-Carlisle primary school that follows a day in the life of the young devices at their primary school. Someone has been posting humiliating pictures online using someone else's account. Watch the video to see the outcome (published DET School update, 17/02/2015)
1. Bullying. No Way - Support the fifth National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence on 20 March by registering your year 4, 5 and 6 classes for an online presentation to teach them more about communicating online (published DET School update, 17/02/2015)
Tweet of the week: Teachers – take a free tour of @ACMI & learn about workshops, film lectures, talks & exhibitions at a teacher preview http://bit.ly/1AsIXvw @DETVic (published DET School update, 17/02/2015)
1. Bully Stoppers. Being Cool Online (published DET School update, 17/02/2015)
1. Live Blog Tackles Cyberbullying  - As part of Safer Internet Day, Bully Stoppers expert and clinical psychologist Andrew Fuller answered questions from Victorian school students and parents on an online blog on the Herald Sun’s website (published 11/02/2015)
1. SO29 – 2015 Code Club for Primary Schools - Principals are encouraged to consider this opportunity and circulate the information regarding Code Club to staff.
Schools are encouraged to register their school for a Code Club through the website http://www.codeclubau.org/contact-us/ (published DET School update, 10/02/2015)
1. Safer Internet Day Web Conference - The department's Digital Learning team presented a web conference this morning as part of Safer Internet Day, where children and young people are encouraged to be safer and more responsible when using technology and mobile phones. http://www.codeclubau.org/contact-us/ (published DET School update, 10/02/2015)

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




Please feel free to pass this on and contact me on brown.jillian.k@edumail.vic.gov.au  if you have something you wish to share. 
 
Cheers
Jillian Brown | Senior Project Officer | Secondary Reform Division
Department of Education and Training
Level 2, 33 St Andrews Place, East Melbourne VIC 3002

T: (03) 9651 3128  
E: brown.jillian.k@edumail.vic.gov.au
W: www.education.vic.gov.au
Twitter 
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available Monday, Wednesday, Friday
 
 
If you wish to unsubscribe from Digital Learning News, please email brown.jillian.k@edumail.vic.gov.au with ‘Unsubscribe’ in the subject line.
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